VZIG algorithm for neonates.



Index case IS the mother





Is onset in mother less than or equal to 7 days before delivery or less than or equal to 7 days post partum?





Give VZIG





VZIG not indicated





Index case  is NOT the mother





Does the nature of the contact meet the criteria:


In contact in same room for 15 mins or more. 


Face to face contact.


NB. VZIG not issued if last exposure more than 48 hours before onset of chickenpox rash or zoster before appearance of vesicles.





VZIG not indicated





Is child less than or equal to 7 days old OR premature, OR on SCBU?





VZIG not indicated





Premature/low birth weight /on SCBU infant:


Was born at less than 28 weeks?


Was less than 1 kg at birth?


Has received repeated blood sampling OR


Is more than 60 days old?





VZIG can be issued without antibody testing. However, testing is recommended





Is maternal history positive?





VZIG not indicated





Test mother or child for antibody





VZIG not indicated





Give VZIG
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Positive





Negative





NB:


If possible Delivery should be delayed until 5 days after onset of maternal rash, to allow passive transfer of antibodies to neonates








