VZIG algorithm for pregnant women
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Does the pregnant woman have a history of chickenpox?





Test serum for presence of VZV 1gG (can be tested on rubella sample 0115 9249924 ext 64950 QMC)





Was contact during infectious period?


Between 48 hours before onset of rash until cropping has ceased and crusting of all lesions





NB: VZIG not issued if last exposure more than 48 hours before onset of chickenpox rash, or for zoster before appearance of vesicles





What is stage of gestation? 


VZlG is recommended for VZ antibody negative pregnant women at any stage of pregnancy, providing it can be given within 10 days of contact.





NB: Issues for women exposed more than 20 weeks after LMP but more than 3 weeks before delivery date are subject to availability.





Does index case have chickenpox or zoster?





Is VZ antibody status known?





VZIG not indicated





If not known


Antibody testing must be done within 10 days of initial exposure. VZIG will only be issued on the basis of an antibody negative test





If known and negative 


Give VZIG if within 10 days of initial exposure





If known and positive


VZIG not indicated





Hospital assessment should be considered even in the absence of complications if the woman smokes, has chronic disease, on steroids or is >20 weeks
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