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EAST MIDLANDS IMMEDIATE CARE SCHEME                     PRESS RELEASE
VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY TEAM’S EFFORTS RECOGNISED
Four members of the East Midlands Immediate Care Scheme (EMICS), whose headquarters are in Rutland, have recently received recognition for their efforts from local and national bodies.
Dr Pam Hardy and Mr Andrew Lee, both based in Derbyshire, have each been recognised by the British Association for Immediate Care (BASICS) with one of their national BASICS Awards.
Dr Pam Hardy is a Consultant in Emergency Care in North Derbyshire. She has been a member of EMICS since 2004 and introduced the East Midlands Regional Faculty of Pre-hospital Care, of which she is now Chair, and runs a regular educational programme. She also participates in Air Ambulance work and, like all other EMICS members, does all this on a voluntary basis in her own time. In 2007 she contributed to the development of the BASICS Smart@Scene Course as Medical Director and regularly contributes to running practical training exercises and demonstrations locally with Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service and other agencies.

 Mr Andy Lee has been a full time Fire Officer with Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Service for seven years but works with EMICS on a totally voluntary basis in his spare time. Andy has been the Fire Service representative on the Committee of EMICS for the past two years and is Secretary of the East Midlands Regional Faculty of Pre Hospital Care.

 He has made a significant contribution to the training of EMICS doctors in matters of safely extricating severely injured patients from wrecked vehicles of all sorts and is an experienced instructor with BASICS, the national body that oversees immediate care organisations through the UK, with which he both instructs and directs many pre-hospital care courses. 
During 2006 and 2007 he worked as Technical Rescue Instructor teaching many disciplines and is now based at Service Headquarters. In 2007 he co-authored the BASICS SMART@Scene course and is a member of the BASICS Education Committee. This year he joined the assessor team for the United Kingdom Rescue Organisation (UKRO). 

He is an experienced instructor in many aspects of technical rescue and is also a member of Edale Mountain Rescue Team. Having attended several international aid trips his medical support is now much closer to home though he is a medical team member and technical officer to the Northern Ireland Motorbike racing scene.  

Dr Tim Gray, of Oakham, has received the runner-up award in the Lifetime Achievement category of the Melton and Rutland Stars 2008. 
Tim launched the East Midlands Immediate Care Scheme (EMICS) 27 year ago when it was the Rutland Accident Care Scheme and is the current chairman. The award recognises his dedication to the development of health care in the Rutland area and the region as a whole through his work with EMICS. His nominator for the Award described him as a “Rock of Support” over the period since EMICS was launched. The Awards are organised by the Leicestershire and Rutland Primary Care Trust so that patients have a chance to recognise the contribution from their healthcare professionals. Tim is a General Practitioner in the Oakham Medical Practice.

Major Leon Roberts, of MOD North Luffenham, has just gained his Diploma in Immediate Care from the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh. 
Leon is with the Royal Army Medical Corps and is the Medical Officer based at MOD North Luffenham, in Rutland. He has been working towards accreditation in the field of pre-hospital emergency care for the past three years which has culminated in the successful award of the Diploma. In 2004, whilst working in Catterick, he started responding to calls for assistance from the Yorkshire Ambulance Service in the Yorkshire Dales and has been a volunteer with EMICS since the end of 2007.
All doctors and rescue members of EMICS are volunteers who attend emergency incidents at the request of and in support of staff from the East Midlands Ambulance Service. These doctors are all very experienced and fully trained in trauma work and are equipped to perform life saving interventions at the scene of an incident such as industrial or road traffic accident or rail crash. They carry with them a wide range of specialist equipment to deal with the serious trauma and other emergencies that might be encountered in their day to day emergency work.

A fund raising campaign was launched earlier this year to generate the £75,000 necessary to equip 5 new doctors who have recently been recruited to help expand the service across the region. Anyone wishing to support the work of EMICS can obtain further information from the office by telephoning 01572 759680 or by visiting www.emics.org.uk
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