DRAFT – NOT FOR PUBLICATION

PRESS RELEASE 

FROM EAST MIDLANDS IMMEDIATE CARE SCHEME
DERBYSHIRE VOLUNTEER DOCTORS BUSY WEEKEND

Volunteer medical staff from the East Midlands Immediate Care Scheme (EMICS) were on duty at the scene of several serious road traffic incidents in Derbyshire this last weekend 6th & 7th September. 

On Saturday, after already attending two incidents, one on Bage Hill at Walton, Chesterfield and a second on the A61 at Stretton, EMICS members Dr Pam Hardy and Andy Lee (EMICS Committee member and an instructor with the national association, BASICS) attended a 4-car collision on the A619 near Bakewell, on the notorious “13 Bends”. They were on scene within 6 minutes of the call out and worked with the other emergency services to provide assessment and treatment to 6 patients involved in the incident. Two patients were treated and discharged from the scene whilst 4 were transported to Chesterfield Royal Hospital for further treatment.

On Sunday the same members attended a single car incident on the A61 near Alfreton in which two people were injured. They worked with crews from the East Midlands Ambulance Service and Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Service (DFRS) to provide treatment and stabilisation of the two casualties who were trapped in the badly-damaged car before being transported to Chesterfield Royal Hospital.

EMICS expertise was also called into play last Tuesday (2nd September) when Pam and Andy were invited by DFRS to support a multi-agency training exercise at Barrow Hill Roundhouse Railway Centre in Chesterfield. They provided the medical response in a transportation exercise involving a train, two cars and a pedal cyclist. In addition to DFRS and the EMICS teams, police and Network Rail staff were present. 
EMICS and Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service came together again on Monday 8th September, when Alfreton Fire Station hosted the monthly meeting of the East Midlands Regional Faculty of Pre-hospital Care. The Faculty provides on-going education and training for anyone with an interest in pre-hospital care and works together with other emergency services regularly to provide an educational programme and operational exercises. The programme receives no government funding and is supported by the EMICS Charity. 

All of the EMICS medical team are volunteers who attend emergency incidents at the request of and in support of staff from the East Midlands Ambulance Service. The EMICS rapid response team are all very experienced and fully trained in trauma work and are equipped to perform  life saving interventions at the scene of an incident such as industrial or road traffic accident or rail crash. They carry with them a wide range of specialist equipment to deal with the serious trauma and other emergencies that might be encountered in their day to day emergency work.

A fund raising campaign was launched by EMICS this year to generate the £75,000 necessary to equip 5 new doctors who have recently been recruited to help expand the service across the region.

Anyone wishing to support the work of EMICS can obtain further information from the office by telephoning 01572 759680 or by visiting www.emics.org.uk
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Editors’ Notes

1 East Midlands Immediate Care Scheme (EMICS) is a registered charity, number 515730, with its registered office being at Oakham Medical Centre, Cold Overton Road, Oakham, Rutland LE15 6NT

2 All EMICS doctors receive no payment for their work with EMICS, working voluntarily over and above their normal general practice or hospital work. They work alongside and in support of paramedics and crews from the East Midlands Ambulance Service, as and when they are available.

3 All doctors in the Scheme will have received post-graduate specialist training, and advanced driving tuition to enable them to travel to incidents safely

4 EMICS covers most of the East Midlands region, with some limited cover in Lincolnshire.

5 EMICS is entirely funded by donations from members of the public and legacies; there is no funding from any government source.

6 Further information about EMICS can be found at www.emics.org.uk

7 BASICS is the British Association for Immediate Care, is a registered charity which acts as the co-ordinating body for both schemes and individuals providing immediate care throughout the UK. For more information see www.basics.org.uk. EMICS is affiliated to BASICS.

8 Dr Pam Hardy is also the Chair of the East Midlands Faculty of Pre-Hospital Care

9 Mr Andy Lee is the Fire Service representative with EMICS,  a BASICS Instructor and the Secretary of the East Midlands Faculty of Pre-Hospital Care
