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EAST MIDLANDS IMMEDIATE CARE SCHEME                     PRESS RELEASE
VOLUNTEER DOCTORS HELP IN ROAD SAFETY TRAINING (DEMONSTRATIONS
Volunteer doctors from the East Midlands Immediate Care Scheme (EMICS) are getting set to play a significant part in the National Road Safety Week (10th to 18th November 2008) by showing off their emergency care procedures as part of mock accident demonstrations.

The campaign – Wasted 08 – is the sequel to a similar event held in Chesterfield last year – No More Lives Wasted – where a demonstration attracted a crowd of over 200 in the City Centre late on a December Saturday evening.
This year the demonstrations will be held at the Chesterfield College, main campus on 11th November and the Chesterfield College Clowne campus, on 13th November, in conjunction with the Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Service,  East Midlands Ambulance Service, Chesterfield Royal Hospital, and other road safety agencies. The demonstrations also serve as training exercises for all the teams involved; local students will take on the role of ’casualties‘ as well as  a reporter from the local media who will be reporting from a patient’s perspective. The demonstrations will replicate a real life emergency situation that the doctors might face any day of the year when they receive an emergency call out. They will involve several volunteers from EMICS, some of whom also work with the Derbyshire, Rutland and Leicestershire Air Ambulance, which will hopefully also be making a visit to the Clowne campus. The EMICS plans are being co-ordinated by Dr Pam Hardy, a consultant in emergency care in the Chesterfield Royal Hospital, who has also written the scenario for the demonstrations.
The aim of the multi-service road traffic collision demonstrations is to highlight the dangers of driving whilst under the influence of drink, drugs, distraction from mobile phones or not being seen and is aimed particularly at the high-risk group of young drivers / motorcycle riders.

Doctors in EMICS, which is a charitable organisation, are volunteers who attend emergency incidents at the request of and in support of staff from the East Midlands Ambulance Service. These doctors are all very experienced and fully trained in trauma work and are equipped to perform life saving interventions at the scene of an incident such as industrial or road traffic accident or rail crash. They carry with them a wide range of specialist equipment to deal with the serious trauma and other emergencies that might be encountered in their day to day emergency work. The doctors come from all branches of the medical profession; many are general practitioners, some are hospital specialists working in emergency departments and some work with the air ambulance teams. One of the volunteers is a doctor with the armed forces.

A fund raising campaign was launched earlier this year to generate the £75,000 necessary to equip 5 new doctors who have recently been recruited to help expand the service across the region. Anyone wishing to support the work of EMICS can obtain further information from the office by telephoning 01572 759680 or by visiting www.emics.org.uk
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