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EAST MIDLANDS IMMEDIATE CARE SCHEME                     PRESS RELEASE
Volunteer emergency doctor and other volunteers attend Lincolnshire road traffic incident

A volunteer emergency doctor from East Midlands Immediate Care Scheme (EMICS) was on duty for much of Friday evening (20th February 2009) at the scene of a road traffic collision which occurred at 17.40 hours on the A15 at Silk Willoughby, near Sleaford.

Dr Mark Folman, a General Practitioner with a practice in Newark, arrived at the scene at which there was already a crew from East Midlands Ambulance Service (EMAS) present as well as a medical response team from LIVES, the Lincolnshire voluntary medics scheme. A Fire and Rescue crew was also in attendance as well as the police who had closed off the road to allow the medics un-distracted attention to the patient.

The incident involved two vehicles at a high speed junction in which one of the cars rolled over. A number of people from the cars were involved in the incident and most were medically discharged at the scene. However one 30 year old patient was found, whilst being extricated from the vehicle to have significant head injuries so Dr Folman anaesthetised him at the scene in order to control his breathing and protect his brain until he could receive more specialist treatment in hospital. Emergency anaesthesia is normally done in a hospital environment but a number of the EMICS doctors, including Dr Folman are trained to do this procedure at the scene of incidents such as this. Dr Folman, together with LIVES doctor Dr Steele, accompanied the patient on the one hour journey by road ambulance to Queens Medical Centre at Nottingham. The patient’s condition was said to be stable at the time Dr Folman left the hospital at 10 pm to be taken back to his car at the scene by an EMAS crew.

All doctors in EMICS are volunteers who attend emergency incidents at the request of and in support of staff from the East Midlands Ambulance Service. These doctors are all very experienced and fully trained in trauma work and are equipped to perform life saving interventions at the scene of an incident such as industrial or road traffic accident or rail crash. They carry with them a wide range of specialist equipment to deal with the serious trauma and other emergencies that might be encountered in their day to day emergency work. 
A fund raising campaign was launched in 2008 year to generate the £75,000 necessary to equip 5 new doctors who had been recruited to help expand the service across the region. 

Anyone wishing to support the work of EMICS can obtain further information from the office by telephoning 01572 759680 or by visiting www.emics.org.uk
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